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Join Us

ERI practices and promotes innovative services to advance employment opportunities, 
support personal choices, and enhance the well-being of individuals with disabilities.

Can I work 
if I need 

Medicaid?

Juggling all these questions can be challenging.  
We can answer these questions about employment 
and benefits. Stop by and check out our pilot of the 
Before Age 18 website.

Can I still 
be on my  

parents health 
insurance?

How do I
find a job?

How do I
get ready to live 

on my own?

Can I work
and still receive 

benefits?

What happens
after high  

school?

In the Wisconsin Room 
Hospitality Suite!*

We will have snacks, beverages and a few surprises!
*Located in the hallway
between the Hotel Lobby
and the Conference Center.

www.eri-wi.org

2701 International Lane, Suite 210  |  Madison, WI 53704  |  eri@eri-wi.org email 

608-246-3444 phone  |  855-401-8549  toll-free  |  608-246-3445 fax  
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/eri.wi

Follow us on 

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/ERIwisconsin

LinkedIn:  
www.linkedin.com/company/employment-resources-inc.



The Circles of Life Conference is for families who have children of any age with disabilities or 
special health care needs and the professionals who support and provide services for them. The conference is 
a unique opportunity to develop new skills, garner the latest information, and form lasting friendships. In its 
33rd year, the Circles of Life planning committee welcomes new and returning families and providers.

We are grateful to the many agencies, organizations, businesses, families and individuals who have sup-
ported the Circles of Life Conference through the years, and would like to take this opportunity to thank this 
year’s co-sponsors.

2017 Co-Sponsors:
Wisconsin Department of Health Services: 
• Division of Long-Term Care - Bureau of Children’s Services 
 Birth to 3 Program
 Children’s Long-Term Support Waivers 
 Family Support Program
 Katie Beckett Program 
• Division of Public Health 
 Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs Program
 Maternal & Child Health Program
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction: 
• Special Education Team
• Wisconsin Statewide Parent Educator Initiative (WSPEI) 
Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities 
The Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund
Alianza Latina Aplicando Soluciones (ALAS)
GT Independence
Midstate Independent Living
Wisconsin FACETS
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Waisman Center
Family Voices of Wisconsin
Wisconsibs
Parent to Parent of Wisconsin

Welcome to Circles of Life 2017!
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Circles of Life 2017 Planning Committee

Onsite Volunteers

Workshop Presenters
The speakers for this conference donate their time as individuals and on behalf of their agencies. This conference would 
not be possible without their generosity. 

• The many families and friends who donate or solicit items for the Porcupine Auction

• The many people who donate their time and energy with the logistics of the Porcupine Auction

• The volunteers who make the Gathering of Youth happen

• The volunteers who make the sib-shop happen

• The many other people who may have not been mentioned that work tirelessly to make this conference a reality

Others who helped:

Special Thanks

Bob Barbian
Elsa Diaz Bautista, A.L.A.S
Rita Fuller, Department of Public Instruction
Barbara Katz, Family Voices of Wisconsin
Susan Latton, Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs
Tim Markle, Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs

Robin Mathea, Parent to Parent of Wisconsin
Daniel Parker, Department of Public Instruction
Harriet Redman, WisconSibs
Lynn Renner, Family Voices of Wisconsin
John Shaw, WI Board for People with Developmental Disabilities
Bonnie Vander Meulen, WI FACETS

Becky Burns
Lori Fatla
Rita Fuller
Jeremy Gundlach
Terri Hart-Ellis
Kate Johnson
Emily Krueger
Susan Latton

Tim Markle
Tracy Markle
Robin Mathea
Liz Oftedahl
Lawren Olivanti
Daniel Parker
Harriet Redman
Lynn Renner

Jeanne Roberts
Jerry Roberts
Julie Rogers
Tracy Schnackenbeck
Kari Schultz
Barry Shaw
Ruby Shaw

Dawn Stark
Julia Stavran
Michelle Swenson
Mariah Turenne
Nicki VanderMeulen
Kelly Voigt
Heidi Wilson Kubera

• Robin Mathea for keeping the Planning Committee organized and making sure we had another successful conference

• The University of Wisconsin Stevens Point Continuing Education and Outreach Program, specifically Wayne Sorenson
and Kari Schultz for their incredible work on registration

• Lynn Renner for continually updating the Web Page

• Josh Ryf for his incredible work on the keepsake

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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STEVIE HOPKINS 
CO-FOUNDER 3ELOVE, LLC 
BATAVIA, ILLINOIS

Self-Determination and 
Social Model of Disability
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. (Expo 3a-3b & 4)
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Stevie Hopkins, co-founder of 3E Love, shares his story of how he fell in 
love with life. Through the highs and lows of adventuring through his life 
with a disability, running a business, and forging his own path in the face 
of adversity and tragedy, he tells a tale of inspiration and strength unlike 
any other. 

To learn more information about Stevie, visit his web site at: 
www.3elove.com/pages/stevie-speaks

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

OVERVIEW

Family Voices Listening Session
Thursday, 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. (Expo 2)

Family Fun Night
Thursday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. (Expo 3a-3b & 4)

Gathering of Youth Dance
Thursday, 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. (Expo 1)
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Porcupine Auction Instructions
1) Buy Tickets

2) Save “Keep This Coupon”
• The numbers on these tickets are used to confirm winning auctions.
• HINT: To make it easier to check winning numbers, many people leave their “Keep This Coupon” 

tickets connected to each other.

3) “Bid” On the Items You Want! (Expo 3a-3b & 4)
• Use the remaining ticket half to “bid” on an item you want by placing it into the numbered bag    

associated with that item. At the end of the day, a winning ticket is drawn for each item.
• HINT: Separate these into individual tickets. The more you “bid,” the greater your chances of winning!

All proceeds go to the Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund, created to off-set the cost of 
attending the Circles of Life Conference for Wisconsin families.

 

 
Tell us how to improve supports and services for children with 
disabilities in Wisconsin!  Join the Family Voices listening session and 
share your experiences and ideas. 

 
Everyone welcome! 

 
**Spanish interpreters will be available. 

When: Thursday, May 4, 5:00-6:30pm 
Where: Holiday Inn - Expo #2  
Mexican buffet dinner for the whole family!   

Family Voices Listening Session 
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The Gathering of Youth 
DANCE

8 - 10 p.m. (open to everyone)
(Expo 1)

Porcupine Auction
Auction will be closed to bidding at 6 p.m. 

Bid early & often!

(Expo 3a-3b & 4)

Also Thursday Night...

Catch a Pokémon at the 2017 Family Fun Night Festivities. 
Come dressed as your favorite Pokémon.

Everyone is welcome, so don’t miss it! 

Family Fun Night schedule:

• 6:30-7:30 p.m. - Entertainment & Fun 'n' Games 

• 7:30-8:00 p.m. - Don’t forget the Porcupine Auction

• 8:00-10:00 p.m. - Dancing for kids of all ages at the 
Gathering of Youth Dance

Family Fun Night!
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GATHERING OF YOUTH

 

Gathering of Youth Schedule
Date/Time Event More Information

Thursday 
8:30 am –9:00 am

 

Registration  For 
Gathering of Youth 

 
 

Check In @
Main Conference Area &  

@ Gathering of Youth Area
 

Pick up your GOY back pack & 
wear your name badge! 

8:50 am – 9:15 am
Ice Breaker Games Come prepared with a fun 

fact about yourself to share!

9:15 am – 9:45 am

 

Living
&

Working 
Independently 

Gathering of Youth Kickoff &
Independent Living Services

Mid-State Independent Living
Center:

Nancy Keller

9:45 am – 10:35 am Self Defense &
Confidence

Catura’s Martial Arts
With

Master Brent Catura

10:35 am – 10:45 am
Break Check out the trade show! Find 

something to share that interests 
you?

10:45 am – 12:00 pm
Self Determination & 

Self-Advocacy
I Believe I Achieve 

Toolkit
With Molly Cooney

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Lunch

Sit with your family or join 
our GOY tables (We will 
reserve 2 tables in the main 
dining room)
Meet back at the GOY Room 
after lunch!
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1:15 pm – 2:15 pm

Keynote
Story

Success with a 
disability

Stevie Hopkins from
3ELove

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm                      
Discover Your 

Strengths
Strengths, Interests, 

& skills 
with Sib Shop Leaders

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm

 

Healthy Guys & Gals                        
…relationships

& dating

Pam Malin
C.A.R.E.S LLC

 

4:15 pm – 4:45 pm Party Prep
&

Volunteer

Volunteer for stations 
at Family Fun Night

&
decorate for dance

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

       

Dinner
(On your own)

Make plans with your 
family

(Family Voices is having a Pizza 
&  listening secession 5-6:30) 

6:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Family Fun Night Main Conference

(Report to your station)

7:30 pm- 8:00
Porcupine Auction Main Conference

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm
Gathering of Youth

Dance
 

Music & Sounds of DJ 
Keller  

Sponsor: Mid-State Independent 
Living

GATHERING OF YOUTH
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GATHERING OF YOUTH

 

Date/Time Event More Information
Friday
7:45 am - 8:45 am Breakfast Buffet Main Conference

Eat with Family and Friends 

9:00 am – 10:00 am

 

My Dream Job
Where and How to find job 

opportunities
By 

Opportunities Inc: 
Linda Branson & Ann Noltner.

10:00 – 10:15 am
Job Interviews Interview Do’s and 

Don’ts

10:15 am – 10:30 am
Break

 
 

10:30 am - 11:30 am
Your turn!

Mock Interview 
Interview Questions & 

Answers

11:30 am – 11:45 am Closing Staff & 
Youth

Self- Determination
Set Your Goal(s)  

It is all about You!
A Good Idea is worth chasing!!

12:00 pm – 1:15 pm
Lunch, Slide Show 

& Door Prizes
Main Conference
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GATHERING OF YOUTH

 

Thanks for a great Conference!
We hope you enjoyed it and learned things that you can take back to your

family, school, and community.

Keep being Your Own Advocate 

and

Best of Luck with your future dreams.

From the staff of the 2017 Gathering of Youth conference

Sponsors:
Elise Shaw Scholarship

Opportunities Inc.
          Mid-State Independent Living Center

Catura’s Martial Arts
C.A.R.E.S LLC

Keller DJ Music & Events

GOY Planning Team:
Maggie Barbian
Mario Calzeron
Emily Kruger
Greg Meyer

Sib Shop Leaders
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Session A
Thursday,  10:45 AM -  12:00 PM

1. Early Childhood Recommended Practices 
The National Council for Exceptional Children, Division of Early Childhood (DEC) has Recommended Practices to 
bridge the gap between research and practice. This session will highlight practices that have been shown to re-
sult in better outcomes for young children with disabilities, their families, and the personnel who serve them. 
Dana Romary, Wisconsin DHS Birth to 3 Program

2. Before Age 18 - Planning for Transition to Adulthood
This mother and daughter team will share key areas of transition planning: education, employment, health 
care, decision-making and community living. This includes providing practical ideas to make the process as 
smooth as possible and conversations about the importance of growing into the roles and responsibilities that 
transfer from parent to young adult. 
Beth Wroblewski, Employment Resources, Inc. and Maia Stitt, Children & Youth with Special Health Care Needs Program

3. I Am My Child's First Teacher 
All parents are eager to find ways to help their children succeed in life. They have a mission - to watch their 
children grow up healthy and happy and obtain the tools and opportunities necessary to flourish today and in 
the future. An important way for parents to begin to fulfill this mission is to establish their role as their chil-
dren's first teacher and convert their home into their children's first school.
Hector Portillo, CESA 5/WSPEI

4. Family School Partnerships: Families are Key 
Learn about the latest research and practices in Family Engagement and how to partner with your student's 
school. Discover ways to develop leadership in your student's education at home, including the importance of 
bringing those leadership skills to the table as part of the IEP team. 
Rebecca Brown, CESA 7/WSPEI

5. The Good, Bad, Ugly: Being a Family Leader
Families will explore some of the common problems that family leaders experience on decision making groups 
through role playing & observation. They will be given opportunities to discuss possible causes and solutions to 
these problems and be presented with practical knowledge they can apply to these situations. 
Vicki Davis Davila, WI FACETS

6. Self-Determination and Social Model of Disability: Keynote Question and Answer Session 
with Stevie Hopkins
This session will give participants an opportunity to continue the conversation about Stevie's keynote message.

D AY  O N E  S E S S I O N S
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7. Long-Term Support Programs: What You Want to Know 
The Children's Long-Term Support (CLTS) programs including Waiver and Children's Community Options Pro-
gram (CCOP). In this session you will learn about eligibility, program requirements and the services that are 
covered under these programs.
Maddie Valent, Children's Long Term Support (CLTS) Waiver

8. When Young Adults Turn 18 - Considerations for Supported Decision Making
The presenters will lead the group through a conversation about decision making as a learned skill, consider-
ations of youth's skills and strengths in certain areas of decision making, and support that could come from 
friends, family, technology or professionals. Several tools will be explained including Guardianship, Power of 
Attorney (POA) and release of information forms.
Liz Hecht, Family Voices of Wisconsin and Grace Knutson, Wisconsin Guardianship Support Center

9. Communication is the Key to Successful Kids and Great IEP Teams
Communication is key to successful kids and IEP Teams. Participants will learn how to work as a team to coach 
kids through school, activities and life.
Erin Randall-Clark and Brad Clark

10. Leading Together through Family Leadership: A Family Panel
A diverse family panel will share their experiences serving in a variety of leadership roles, including serving on 
advisory boards and providing outreach, education and mentorship with other families. They will discuss how 
sharing their stories have impacted programs and systems and how it has impacted their own lives or their 
loved ones. Resources to build leadership skills will be shared. 
Susan Latton, Family Voices of Wisconsin

11. Listen, Laugh, and Learn
Over the course of numerous surgeries, diagnosis and therapy Hayden's family was crumbling - fighting, isola-
tion, depression and finally divorce. Family life was filled with endless appointments, surgeries and therapy 
sessions. A doctor suggested they look for the humor in their situation - it was not easy but the results were 
amazing and the process was and IS FUN!
Kimberly Nerone, Advocate and Hayden Nerone, Self-Advocate

12. Promising Strategies in Cultural Competency
Learn about the highlights of recent research and successful strategies in the U.S. for enhancing cultural com-
petency in long term care, with particular focus on children with disabilities and their families.
Lynn Breedlove, Wisconsin Long Term Care Coalition and Jennifer Roy, UW Graduate Student

Session B
Thursday,  1:30 -  2:45 PM

D AY  O N E  S E S S I O N S
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13. Transitions: From the Birth to 3 Program and Beyond 
Transition from one educational program to another can be stressful but also exciting and full of possibility. 
This session will introduce strategies to thoughtfully plan for transitions, guide the transition process, and part-
ner with new programs.
Lori Wittemann, Wisconsin DHS Birth to 3 Program and Jenny Giles, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

14. Secure Your Family's Future Quality of Life with Financial and Legal Planning
The presenters will review some legal and financial vocabulary terms. Participants will learn some useful tips 
on what to ask when looking for an attorney and financial advisor. Define the options of Supportive Decision 
Making, Guardianship, Power of Attorney, Wills, Family Trusts, and Special Needs Trusts.
Pam DeLap, Wisconsin Financial and Amy Burger, First, Albrecht & Blondis

15. Families Engaged in the IEP Process: Becoming Confident and Informed
Every child that receives special education services has an Individualized Education Program (IEP). The IEP is 
developed by the IEP team and guides the school services and supports that the child has been determined to 
be eligible to receive. The IEP process can be confusing and stressful. This session seeks to help families be bet-
ter prepared and informed partners with the school.
Cheri Sylla, WSPEI and Stacey Has/ow, CESA 10

16. Increasing Awareness: A Clinician and Parent Perspective on Realistic, Family Centered 
Goal Setting for Maximizing a Child's Care
A physical therapist and the parent of a child with cerebral palsy draw on their experiences to discuss ways 
clinicians and family members can maximize their relationship to benefit a child's care. They will provide a list 
of empowering questions and explore strategies to improve clinicians and family members' abilities to work 
together to set realistic and appropriate goals for a child. 
Sandy Tierney, Waisman Center and Marcella Andrews, University of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics

17. Why is Integrated Care Important for My Child?
Participants will become familiar with the concept of integrated care, its parts and why it's important for every child. 
Tools and tips for working with your child's health care provider to improve care integration will also be discussed.
Brigit Frank and Lynn Renner, Family Voices of Wisconsin

18. Acknowledging Privilege in Support Services: Intersections of Race and Ability
Race and privilege are under-acknowledged influences on access and implementation of disability services at 
local, state, and national levels. Using one family's experience, this session introduces ways individuals, advo-
cates, and service providers can navigate the unspoken realities of racial disparity to ensuring all individuals 
access the resources that will help them live empowered lives.
Audrey Elegbede, Ph.D.

Session C
Thursday,  3:15 -  4:30 PM

D AY  O N E  S E S S I O N S
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19. How to Use a Trust to Self-Direct a Full Life 
Living a full life is important to everyone. People with disabilities have the right and the ability to choose how 
to live their life, who is in their life, how to spend their time, and what a full life means to them. This session 
will explain how anyone may use a Special Needs Trust to enhance their daily living, and self-direct.
Katy Morgan- Davies, WisPact and Vicky Gunderson, GT Independence

20. Getting and Keeping the First Job
This workshop is designed to help families understand the realities of employment for all youth, with a special 
emphasis on strategies youth with disabilities can use to improve employment prospects. Employment re-
sources, sample resumes will be shared and interactive examples will be provided.
Matthew Zellmer, WI FACETS

21. Including American Indian Students with Disabilities
American Indian students with disabilities are part of the classroom and school population, but they don't al-
ways get their needs met. They can be often misunderstood by the educators and others that work with them 
in the school environment. This forum will provide an overview of the unique educational needs of American 
Indian students and available resources.
Eva Kubinski and David O'Connor, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

22. An Unexpected Journey
Five years ago when our son was born I felt that something wasn't right. I learned quickly how to become an 
advocate for him. We spent four years searching for answers and now are navigating a syndrome with less than 
75 cases worldwide. In addition, we have two foster children with special needs and have learned how to get 
them the services needed. 
Sara Christensen

23. Family Networks: How Working Together Creates the "Good Life"
Living Our Visions started as a group of 8 families in 2007, sharing and dreaming of a better future for their 
loved ones with disabilities. Those eight families have created a vast network of hundreds of families who 
come together around learning, resource sharing, social connection and more. Expect to hear stories, plus 
learn and practice strategies for building family networks.
Stephanie Primm, Living Our Visions, Inc.

24. Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs - Do you know about the Children and 
Youth with Special Health Care Needs (CYSHCN) program?
Come and learn about our five regional centers and our hubs of expertise that have a lot of resources to share with fami-
lies and professionals alike. Many of our services are available for children with and without special health care needs.
Becky Burns, Children and Youth with Special Needs Health Care Needs Program

Session D
Friday,  9:00 -  10:15 AM

D AY  T W O  S E S S I O N S
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25. Partnering with Your Child's Doctor
Have you wondered how to establish a partnership with your child's doctor and care team? Have you heard 
the term "Medical Home" and wondered how to get one for your child? Explore strategies that will help you 
learn how to develop a medical home partnership with your child's doctor and care team.
Julia Stavran, Northern Regional CYSHCN Center and Robin Mathea, Parent to Parent Wisconsin

26. Helping Your Child Be College and Career Ready
For some families who have a child with a disability, it's hard to imagine what the future will hold let alone a 
career. This session will focus on how high expectations, access to the grade level standards, and having the 
appropriate accommodations and supports can help a child develop the academic and functional skills to be 
college and career ready.
Cheri Sylla, WSPEI and Stacey Haslow, CESA 10

27. Literacy is for All
Families will explore the five basic components of literacy and discuss how each of these components can 
be supported in the home setting. We will explore the importance of carrying literacy through school, 
home and the community.
Vicki Davis Davila and Martha Lechuga, WI FACETS

28. Citizenship: Being an Active Member of Your Community
People are not defined by their disability or by the services that they receive. They are defined by who 
they are in their community. People with all disabilities are members of a community and need to exer-
cise this right of community. 
Kevin Fech, Connections and Tyler Fech, Community Advocate

29. I Have a Voice
How to use your voice as a parent advocate to become a strong leader in your community and beyond. It takes 
just one voice to become many and in turn help many.
Lori Poppe, Parent Advocate

30. Making Dreams Come True!
This training offers service providers an inspiring perspective on how to enhance the pathway to community 
independence for youth with diverse abilities. The workshop will focus on the strategies for youth at home and 
work, innovative concepts to engage youth team members and partners, and how to implement effective col-
laboration with multiple partners.
Robin Kennedy and Linda Branson, Opportunities, Inc.

Session E
Friday,  10:30 -  11:45 AM

D AY  T W O  S E S S I O N S
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Jueves, Mayo 4

9:00 - 10:30 Bienvenida y lnformación 
lmportante

10:45 - 12:00 Sesión A

12:15 - 1:15 Almuerzo y Premios 

1:30 - 2:45 Sesión B

2:45 - 3:15 Descanso 

3:15 - 4:30 Sesión C

5:00 – 6:30 Sesión Auditiva de Family 
Voices

6:30 - 7:30 Noche de Familia y Helado

7:30– 8:00 Subasta

8:00 - 10:00 Baile de Gathering of Youth

 
 
Viernes, Mayo 5

7:45 - 8:45 Desayuno tipo Bufet 

9:00 - 10:15 Sesión D

10:15 - 10:30 Descanso  

10:30 - 11:45 Sesión E y Presentación de 
Sibshop

12:00 - 1:00 Almuerzo y Presentación 

1:00 - 1:15 Premio y Cierre 

HORARIO/PROGRAMACIÓN
SESIONES DE LA CONFERENCIA

SESIÓN A:  Jueves 10:45 AM - 12:00 PM

2. Antes de los 18 años - Planificación para la transición a la 
edad adulta (Frontier)
Este equipo de madre e hija compartirán las áreas clave de la pl-
anificación de la transición: educación, empleo, atención médica, 
toma de decisiones y vida comunitaria. Esto incluye proporciona-
ndo ideas prácticas para que el proceso sea lo más fluido posible 
y conversaciones sobre la importancia de crecer en los papeles  y 
responsabilidades que se transfieren de padres a adultos jóvenes.   
Beth Wroblewski, Recursos para el Empleo, Inc. y Maia Stitt, 
Programa de Niños y Jóvenes con Necesidades Especiales de 
Atención de la Salud

3. Soy el primer maestro de mi hijo (Harvest)
Todos los padres están ansiosos por encontrar maneras de 
ayudar a sus hijos a tener éxito en la vida. Tienen una misión 
-  ver a sus hijos crecer sanos y felices y obtener las her-
ramientas y oportunidades necesarias para prosperar hoy 
y en el futuro. Una manera importante para que los padres 
comiencen a cumplir esta misión es establecer su papel como 
primer maestro de sus hijos y convertir su hogar en la primera 
escuela de sus hijos.
Héctor Portillo, CESA 5 / WSPEI

4. Las asociaciones de la escuela familiar: Familias son clave 
(Spruce)
Aprenda sobre las últimas investigaciones y prácticas en 
compromise familiar y como asociarse con la escuela de su 
estudiante. Descubra maneras de desarrollar el liderazgo en la 
educación de su estudiante en casa, incluyendo la importancia 
de llevar esas habilidades de liderazgo a la mesa como parte 
del equipo del IEP.
Rebecca Brown, CESA 7/WSPEI y Emilie Braunel, WI FACETS

SESIÓN B:  Jueves,  1:30 – 2:45 PM 

7. Programas de Apoyo a Largo Plazo: Lo que Usted Quiere 
Saber (Sands)
Los Programas de Apoyo a Largo Plazo de los Niños incluyendo 
el Programa de Opciones de la Comunidad de Exención y Ni-
ños. En esta sesión usted aprenderá acerca de la elegibilidad, 
los requisitos del programa y los servicios que están cubiertos 
bajo estos programas.
Maddie Valent, Programa DHS de Wisconsin de Nacimiento a 
3 años
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PROGRAMACIÓN
16. Aumento de la conciencia: un clínico y la perspectiva 
de los padres en un enfoque realista y centrado en la 
familia para maximizar el cuidado del niño (Spruce)
Un terapeuta físico y el padre de un niño con paráli-
sis cerebral se basan en sus experiencias para discutir 
maneras en que los clínicos y los miembros de la familia 
pueden maximizar su relación para beneficiar el cuidado 
de un niño. Proporcionarán una lista de cuestiones de 
empoderamiento y explorarán estrategias para mejorar 
la capacidad de los médicos y miembros de la familia de 
trabajar juntos para establecer metas realistas y apropia-
das para un niño.  
Sandy Tierney, Centro Waisman y Marcella Andrews, Hos-
pitales y Clínicas de la Universidad de Wisconsin

18. Reconocimiento de Privilegio en Servicios de Apoyo: 
Intersecciones de Raza y Habilidad (Stonefield)
La raza y el privilegio son influencias poco reconocidas en 
el acceso y la implementación de los servicios de discapac-
idad a nivel local, estatal y nacional. Usando la experiencia 
de una familia, esta sesión introduce maneras en que los 
individuos, los defensores y los proveedores de servicios 
pueden navegar por las realidades no expresadas de la 
disparidad racial para asegurar que todos los individuos 
tengan acceso a los recursos que les ayudarán a vivir una 
vida fortalecida.  
Audrey Elegbede, Ph.D.

SESIÓN D:  Viernes,  9:00 – 10:15 AM

19. Cómo usar una confianza para auto-dirigir una vida 
completa (Sands)
Vivir una vida plena es importante para todos. Las per-
sonas con discapacidad tienen el derecho y la capacidad 
de elegir cómo vivir su vida, quién está en su vida, cómo 
gastar su tiempo, y lo que significa una vida plena para 
ellos. En esta sesión se explicará cómo alguien puede usar 
una Confianza de Necesidades Especiales para mejorar su 
vida diaria y autodirigirse. 
Katy Morgan-Davies, WisPact y Vicky Gunderson, GT Inde-
pendence 

8. Cuando los jóvenes adultos cumplen 18 años - Consid-
eraciones para la toma de decisiones apoyadas (Frontier)
Los presentadores conducirán al grupo a través de una 
conversación sobre la toma de decisiones como una 
habilidad aprendida, consideraciones de las habilidades y 
fortalezas de los jóvenes en ciertas áreas de toma de de-
cisiones y apoyo que podría provenir de amigos, familia, 
tecnología o profesionales. Se explicarán varias herra-
mientas como la Tutela, Poder Legal (POA) y la liberación 
de formularios de información. 
Liz Hecht, Family Voices de Wisconsin y Grace Knutson, 
Wisconsin Centro de Apoyo a la Tutela

11. Escuchar, reír y aprender (Evergreen)
A lo largo de numerosas cirugías, el diagnóstico y la 
terapia, la familia de Hayden se desmoronaba - la lucha, 
el aislamiento, la depresión y, finalmente, el divorcio. La 
vida familiar estaba llena de interminables citas, cirugías 
y sesiones de terapia. Un médico sugirió que buscarán el 
humor en sus situación - no fue fácil, pero los resultados 
fueron increíbles y el proceso fue y ES DIVERTIDO! 
Kimberly Nerone, abogado y Hayden Nerone, abogado de 
sí mismo

SESIÓN C:  Jueves,  3:15 – 4:30 PM

14. Asegure la calidad de la vida futura de su familia con 
la planificación financiera y legal (Frontier)
Los presentadores revisarán algunos términos de vocabu-
lario legales y financieros. Los participantes aprenderán 
algunos consejos útiles sobre qué pedir cuando buscan 
un abogado y un asesor financiero. Defina las opciones 
de Toma de Decisiones de Apoyo, Tutela, Poder Legal, 
Testamentos, Fideicomisos Familiares y Fideicomisos de 
Necesidades Especiales.
Pam DeLap, Wisconsin Financiero y Amy Burger, Primero, 
Albrecht & Blondis
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20. Obtención y mantenimiento del primer trabajo  
(Frontier)
Este taller está diseñado para ayudar a las familias a com-
prender las realidades del empleo para todos los jóvenes, 
con un énfasis especial en las estrategias que los jóvenes 
con discapacidades pueden usar para mejorar las perspec-
tivas de empleo. Se compartirán los recursos de empleo, 
los currículums de muestra y se proporcionarán ejemplos 
interactivos. 
Matthew Zellmer, WI FACETS y Kristin Stern, Indepen-
denceFirst

23. Redes familiares: Cómo trabajar juntos crea la 
“buena vida” (Evergreen)
Living Our Visions comenzó como un grupo de 8 familias 
en 2007, compartiendo y soñando con un futuro mejor 
para sus seres queridos con discapacidades. Esas ocho 
familias han creado una vasta red de cientos de familias 
que se reúnen en torno al aprendizaje, el intercambio 
de recursos, la conexión social y más. Espere escuchar 
historias, además de aprender y practicar estrategias para 
construir redes familiares. 
Stephanie Primm, Living Our Visions, Inc.

SESIÓN E:  Viernes, 10:30 – 11:45 AM 

26. Ayudando a su hijo a estar preparado para la univer-
sidad y la carrera (Frontier)
Para algunas familias que tienen un hijo con una discapa-
cidad, es difícil imaginar lo que el futuro va a celebrar y 
mucho menos una carrera. Esta sesión se enfocará en 
cómo las altas expectativas, el acceso a las normas de 
nivel de grado y las acomodaciones y apoyos adecua-
dos pueden ayudar al niño a desarrollar las habilidades 
académicas y funcionales para estar preparado para la 
universidad y la carrera.
Cheri Sylla, WSPEI y Stacey Haslow, CESA 10

PROGRAMACIÓN
29. Tengo una voz (Evergreen)
Cómo usar su voz como un padre defensor para conver-
tirse en un líder fuerte en su comunidad y más allá. Se 
necesita una sola voz para convertirse en muchos y, a su 
vez, ayudar a muchos. 
Lori Poppe, Parent Advocate

30. ¡Hacer realidad los sueños! (Stonefield)
Este entrenamiento ofrece a los proveedores de servi-
cios una perspectiva inspiradora sobre cómo mejorar el 
camino hacia la independencia de la comunidad para los 
jóvenes con habilidades diversas. El taller se centrará en 
las estrategias para los jóvenes en el hogar y en el trabajo, 
conceptos innovadores para involucrar a los miembros y 
socios de los equipos juveniles y cómo implementar una 
colaboración efectiva con múltiples socios. 
Robin Kennedy y Linda Branson, Opportunities, Inc.
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Conference Agenda Thursday, May 4
Conference Agenda Thursday, May 4

 
9:30 a.m.  
to 
4:30 p.m. 

Registration 
Exhibits Open (Mezzanine & East Commons) 
Auction Items Open for Bidding and Viewing until 6:00 p.m. (Mezzanine & East Commons) 

 

9:00 a.m. - 
10:30 a.m. 

Welcome & Keynote – Stevie Hopkins, Co-Founder 3E Love, LLC, “Self-Determination and Social Model of 
Disability” (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

 Sands Frontier Harvest Spruce Evergreen Stonefield 

10:45 a.m. 
to  
12:00 p.m. 
Session A 

Early Childhood 
Recommended 

Practices 

Before Age 18 - 
Planning for 
Transition to 
Adulthood 

* 

I Am My 
Child's First 

Teacher 

* * 

Family School 
Partnerships: 

Families are Key 

* 

The Good, 
Bad, Ugly: 

Being a Family 
Leader 

Self-
Determination 

and Social Model 
of Disability: 

Keynote Question 
and Answer 
Session with 

Stevie Hopkins 

12:15 – 
1:15 p.m. Lunch and Awards (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

1:30 p.m. 
to 
2:45 p.m. 
Session B 

Long-Term 
Support 

Programs: What 
You Want to 

Know 

* 

When Young 
Adults Turn 18 - 
Considerations 
for Supported 

Decision 
Making 

* 

Communicati
on is the Key 
to Successful 

Kids and 
Great IEP 

Teams 

Leading Together 
through Family 

Leadership: A Family 
Panel 

Listen, Laugh, 
and Learn 

* 

Promising 
Strategies in 

Cultural 
Competency 

2:45 – 
3:15 p.m. Break 

3:15 p.m. 
to  
4:30 p.m. 
Session C 

Transitions: 
From the Birth 
to 3 Program 
and Beyond 

Secure Your 
Family's Future 
Quality of Life 
with Financial 

and Legal 
Planning 

* 

Families 
Engaged in the 

IEP Process: 
Becoming 

Confident and 
Informed 

Increasing 
Awareness: A 
Clinician and 

Parent 
Perspective on 

Realistic, Family 
Centered Goal 

Setting for 
Maximizing a 
Child's Care 

* 

Why is 
Integrated 

Care 
Important for 

My Child? 

Acknowledging 
Privilege in 

Support Services: 
Intersections of 
Race and Ability 

* 

5:00 –  
6:30 p.m. Listening Session: Family Voices of Wisconsin (Expo 2) 

6:30 –  
7:30 p.m. Family Fun Night & Ice Cream Social (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

7:30 –  
8:00 p.m. Auction (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

8:00 – 
10:00 p.m. Gathering of Youth Dance (Expo 1) 
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Friday, May 5 Conference Agenda
Conference Agenda Friday, May 5

 
7:45 – 8:45 
a.m. Breakfast Buffet & Awards (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

 Sands Frontier Harvest Spruce Evergreen Stonefield 

9:00 – 
10:15 a.m. 
Session D 

How to Use a 
Trust to Self-
Direct a Full 

Life 

* 

Getting and 
Keeping the 

First Job 
* 

Including 
American Indian 

Students with 
Disabilities 

An 
Unexpected 

Journey 

Family 
Networks: How 

Working 
Together 

Creates the 
"Good Life" 

* 

Children and Youth 
with Special Health 
Care Needs - Do you 

know about the 
Children and Youth 
with Special Health 

Care Needs 
(CYSHCN) program? 

10:15 – 
10:30 a.m. Break 

10:30 – 
11:45 a.m. 
Session E 

Partnering 
with Your 

Child's Doctor 

Helping Your 
Child Be 

College and 
Career Ready 

* 

Literacy is for All Citizenship: 
Being an Active 

Member of 
Your 

Community 

I Have a Voice 

* 

Making Dreams 
Come True! 

* 

12:00 – 
1:00 p.m. Lunch & Slide Show (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

1:00 –  
1:15 p.m. Door Prizes and Closing (Expo 3a-3b & 4) 

 
 
* Indicates session will include Spanish translation 
** Indicates session will be presented in Spanish and include English translation 
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The Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund would like 
to say “Thank you” to those who have donated their 
time and resources to make the fund possible.

Wisconsin Promise
Barbara Gadbois

Gene & Julie Edwardson
Barbara Lenz

Kelly Voigt
WI Partners in Policymaking

Nancy Keller
Kevin Fech

Tracy Schnackenbek
Delores Sallis

Wisconsin Dept. of Health Services 
Family Voices of Wisconsin
Nancy Wally & Nick Olson

Robin Mathea
Elsa Diaz Bautista

Molly Cooney

Wendy Benket
Linda Rowley

SE Regional Center CYSHCN
Jeanne, Joy & Judy Shaw
Mark Shaw & David Bahl

Bob Shaw
Mitchell Hamilton
Wisco Industries

And to the many, many people that we may have missed - thank you 
for helping to make the conference affordable and a reality for parents 

of children with disabilities in Wisconsin.

Dick & Jean Shaw Barry & Ruby ShawScott & Theresa Maher

The Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund would also like to thank...

Sunrise Glassworks
Scott Simmons

WISCONSIN
PARTNERS IN
POLICYMAKING

Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking 
is an advocacy and systems change 
training program designed to develop 
leaders who work on policies and 
initiatives that will support the full 
participation and inclusion of people 
with developmental disabilities in all 
aspects of life.

WISCONSIN
PARTNERS IN
POLICYMAKING

Apply now for Fall!
Information available at the BPDD booth.

In Memory of 
Hedy Sormani

In Loving Memory of 

Daniel Dale Ehlers
May 21, 1935 - March 19, 2013
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Elsie Shaw Foundation Annual Awards

The Barb Breen Parent Educator Award
About the Award: The Barb Breen Memorial Award is given to the parent educator of the year. This per-
son is one who has shown dedication to helping parents who have children with disabilities and who has 
gone above and beyond their job description to support children and youth with disabilities and their 
families. In the spirit of Barb, this person has dedicated themselves not only to parents but also to youth 
who have disabilities.

About Barb Breen: In the fall of 2003 Barb Breen, a long time parent advocate, passed away suddenly at 
home. Barb was involved in many different activities in the disability community. She was committed to 
supporting parents of children with disabilities through her work as a Parents in Partnership facilitator. 
She also coordinated the statewide WSPEI project. Barb also coached Eau Claire area Special Olympics 
for many years. Along with this Barb was active in developing a local parent support group. It is through 
this award that we remember Barb.

The Elliott Shaw Distinguished Professional Award
About the Award: The Elliott Shaw Award is awarded to a professional or professional group who have 
gone the extra mile to provide quality services and programs for people with developmental and related 
disabilities and their families. Award selection will be based on the individual’s or group’s performance 
above and beyond the requirements of their employment.

About Elliot Shaw: In the spring of 2000, Elliott Shaw (Barry’s brother and son of Elsie) passed away from 
cancer. One of his final wishes was to donate money to the Elsie Shaw Scholarship Fund. This specific pot 
of money is earmarked for a family who a) wishes to attend Circles of Life and b) there is an occurrence 
of cancer. Money for this scholarship is donated by the Shaw family on an annual basis (brothers Richard 
and Barry and Elliott’s wife Teresa). In addition to the scholarship funding, the Elliott Shaw Distinguished 
Professional Award was established to honor his memory and commitment to families.

The Kasidhe Olson Distinguished Parent Award
About the Award: Each year, the Kasidhe Olson Award recognizes a Wisconsin parent who has made an 
outstanding effort to enrich the lives of children with disabilities and their families. 

About Kasidhe Olson: Kasidhe Olson was the loving daughter of Nancy and Wally Olson, and sister to 
Nick Olson and Ryan Backes. Kasidhe joined the Olson clan in 1992 and she introduced the family to the 
world of special health care needs. Although short in years, her life was full in love, friends, and family. 
After her death in 2001, the Olson family established a new scholarship fund: The Kasidhe Fund. The 
fund is intended to help other families created by adoption attend the Circles of Life Conference. Addi-
tionally, the family established the Kasidhe Olson Distinguished Parent Award in her memory. The Award 
is open to all parents of children with disabilities.

AWARD CATEGORIES

Each year the Elsie Shaw Foundation, Inc. recognizes and honors individuals, groups or both who have made outstand-
ing contributions to supporting families and strengthening services statewide for families of individuals with disabilities. 
Award nominations are reviewed and selected by the Elsie Shaw Scholarship Committee and approved by the Board of 
Directors. Only one award is granted in each category each year. Awards will be presented at the annual Circles of Life 
Conference during breakfast on day two.
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Elliott Shaw Distinguished Professional Award:

SARAH KATE JOHNSON
Sarah Kate Johnson started working for the Statewide Birth to three program 6 years ago and halfway 
through the planning process was given the responsibility of coordinating the Circles of Life Conference. 
Even though the first year was difficult she stuck with it. During the next several years Kate began work-
ing on devising a plan to help the conference become a self-sustaining entity.  Since it was known that 
there would be less and less money from Government sources she spearheaded an initiative to look at 
all aspects of the conference and how it could be coordinated in a way that would make sure that the 
conference would live on. Two years ago Kate came up with the idea to approach UWSP to help with 

the coordination of the conference. Kate came up with the idea of trying to find outside sponsors to make sure the conference was 
sustainable. Kate always asked one question, how do we make sure that we are looking at the needs of families. Kate has a new job 
as the Unit Supervisor for the Program for Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs where we know she will continue this 
philosophy. For her hard work with the Circles of Life Conference we would like to award her the Elliot Shaw award.

2017 Elsie Shaw Foundation Award Recipients

Barb Breen Parent Educator Award: 
DELORES SALLIS
Delores Sallis has been a natural connector all her life. She considers her mission to be “adaptable to chang-
ing roles and situations, committed to engaging parents, guardians and other family members, a voice for 
those who are often not heard, and displaying enthusiasm and passion for families who have members with 
developmental disabilities.” Delores has more than met her mission in life! She is the parent of a 27-year-old 
son with multiple disabilities and a grandmother to an 8-year-old granddaughter with cerebral palsy.
 
Delores founded “Parent University” in Milwaukee to help families there learn about and navigate systems 
better, and speak up for their own families and others. She runs her University with different components 

for each parent group, and helps them learn about resources, sign up for programs, and gain their own voices to become leaders. 
Delores also volunteers countless hours with the Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities and throughout her 
community. She drives families to statewide leadership programs and she has helped countless families find jobs, housing, appropri-
ate school placements, and other critical supports. 

Kasidhe Olson Distinguished Parent Award: 

PATRICIA ERVING
Patricia Erving is a mother and grandmother of children and young adults with disabilities and 
special health care needs. Since her daughter Regina was born, xxx years ago, Pat has been a 
consistent and persuasive advocate for her daughter’s needs, as well as the needs of so many 
others in Milwaukee. Pat is well known as a “go to person” in her community when family 
members need to know how to access and navigate the many programs that are available. 
She is knowledgeable about the many systems of support and is well versed in partnering with 

medical professionals. Pat has served on a national Medical Home Learning Collaborative and she and Regina are featured in print 
and video resources that are still being utilized throughout the state.
 
For the past six years, Pat has served as Family Voices’ Community Connector in Milwaukee. Through this work, Pat brought family 
members together on a regular basis to learn how to benefit from Medicaid and long term support programs, how to advocate for 
services for their children, and how to share information and knowledge with other family members throughout Milwaukee.  Pat was 
involved in bringing a transition specific conference to Milwaukee which attracted more than 120 parents, grandparents and youth. 
Pat’s knowledge, passion and dedication has helped guide and improve Wisconsin’s health care systems so they are more responsive 
for families and she has provided sympathetic, thoughtful supports for families in need.
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Thank you!
Thanks to the sponsors of different portions 

of the Circles of Life Conference. 

Keynote: 
GT Independence

Sibshop: 
Arlette and Marc Bourquin

Listening Session: 
Family Voices of Wisconsin

Family Fun Night: 
Wisconsin Board for People with 

Developmental Disabilities

To find out how you can sponsor portions of next year’s 
conference, contact John Shaw at John@elsieshaw.org.

Hospitality Room: 
Employment Resources, Inc.
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SAVE THE DATE! 
John Shaw’s

Dairy Best Bike Ride  
September 16th

 SPONSORED BY Kelly    
Voigt   

I

The Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities (BPDD) is charged under the 
Developmental Disabilities Act to improve self-determination, independence, and inclusion 
in community life for people with developmental disabilities. 

Learn more at www.wi-bpdd.org

BPDD-Half-Page-Ad-COL2017.indd   1 4/11/2017   10:41:04 AM
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ALAS - A Family Resource Center 
 

 

Our Services 

 

Promoting the Independence of People with Diverse Abilities 
Promoviendo la Independencia de Personas con Habilidades Diversas 

Alianza Latina Aplicando Soluciones (A.L.A.S.) 
1615 South 22nd Street, Suite #311 

Milwaukee, WI 53204 
(414) 643-0022 

www.alianzalatinawi.org 
 
 
 
 

 Advocacy 
 English Classes 
 Training Workshops 
 Parent to Parent Connections 
 

 Support Groups   
 Computer Lab 
 Information & Referrals  
 Summer Camps & Activities 
 

 Interpretation & Translation  
 Internship Opportunities  
 Resource Fairs 
 Volunteer Opportunities 

Our mission is to promote the independence of individuals with diverse abilities by providing 
information and support to them, their families, and their service providers in the areas related 
to but not limited to education and health. 

Thank you Fleet Feet - Madison for supporting the many fund raising efforts of the  
Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund!  
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P2PWI.org 
Get-Connected@P2PWI.org 

Facebook.com/parent2parent.wi 
715-361-2934 

 
 

Join our statewide network of parents who support 
each other on the journey of parenting children with 
special needs. 

Give Us a Call and Get Connected 

Attend Training and Become a Support Parent 

 
…Making Parent to Parent Matches Statewide 

 

Thank you Madison Capitols for supporting the many fund raising efforts of the  
Elsie Shaw Parent Scholarship Fund!  

Team information, 
camps, schedule,   
and tickets at: 

www.madcapshockey.com

Half-Page-Ad-Mad-Caps-2017.indd   1 4/11/2017   11:30:12 AM2017 Circles of Life Conference 27



Sib Summer Programs 
for kids ages 6-17 who have  

sisters or brothers with disabilities or 
long-term illnesses. 

Presented by  
 
 

celebrating over 19 years of service to siblings. 
For information, contact: info@wisconsibs.org or 

visit www.wisconsibs.org 

Teens ages 13-17 who want to become more confident, learn 
how to have greater influence with people, and practice lead-
ership in a very fun group setting,  

this day is for YOU! 
10:00am—3pm    City Park, Appleton 

Participation is FREE and open to new and previous Teen Sib Lead-
ership award winners.  Email info@wisconsibs.org for an application. 

Teen Sib Leadership Day  
June 20  Appleton 

Sib Leaders In Training Camp 
July 25-27  Door County, WI 

If you’re a sibling age 14 or older and ready for some 
serious fun and team building, enroll now for this camp. 
Cabin camping at Wagon Trail in Door Co with Team 
Leadership Center guides. Gear provided. $200/sib 
 
*Applications available for financial assistance. Contact info@wisconsibs.org. 

Two sessions available  
Aug 5-8 (ages 9-11)   
Aug 10-13 (ages 12-16)   
More info at www.wisconsibs.org 

Sib Camp  
August 5-8 or 10-13  Door Co 

4-Day Overnight Camp  
9—16 yr olds  

$375/camper* –Wagon Trail 
$325/camper* –Newport 

 

Zip line, kayak, and stand-up paddle 
boarding are just a few of the adventures 
at Sib Camp .   
 
Join this 4-day (3-night) camping adven-
ture at Wagon Trail and Newport 
Campgrounds.  Campers will have a blast 
experiencing glow-stick zip lining to geo-
caching and biking through 10 acres of 
gorgeous Door County trails. 
 
As always, swimming, camp cooking, 
campfires, and lots of fun.! 

Sib Camp is an opportunity for sibs to 
kick back, experience the freedom and 
thrill of adventure and share a great time 
with peers who truly understand the ups 
and downs of life with siblings having 
special needs.    
Sib Camp is outfitted and guided by 
experienced DC Adventure Center staff 
certified and trained in education, ropes 
course facilitation, kayak instruction, 
lifeguarding, CPR and First Aid.   
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Pamela K. DeLap
Financial Professional

Life Insurance Strategies

 

Financial Development InvestmentsRetirement Planning Estate Planning

 

1232 W South Park Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54902
Phone: 920-236-6580 Cell: 920-410-4745

pdelap@wisconsinfinancial.com
Securities offered through The O.N. Equity Sales Company, Member FINRA/SIPC, One Financial Way, Cincinnati, OH 45242 

513.794.6794. Investment Advisory Services offered through O.N. Investment Management Company.

I believe in planning for the best life possible for my clients and their families. 

I understand that your judgment and financial decisions are only as good as 
the information you receive. My practice is built on creating long-term
relationships by educating my clients on the available strategies and 
alternatives to empower them to make their own sound financial decisions.

I invite you for an opportunity to discover ways that I can help your family. 
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Midstate Independent Living Consultants
3262 Church Street, Stevens Point, WI 554481

715-344-4210

Midstate Independent Living Consultants is one of a coalition of eight Independent 
Living Centers. We are a cross- disability, nonresidential nonprofit agency that 
provides a wide range of independent living services to people of all ages. 
We are proud to be one of the sponsors for the Circles of Life Conference, and we 
are looking forward to providing the music and entertainment for the Gathering of 
Youth Dance. 
For information about our agency, please call 800-382-8484, or email us at 
milc@milc-inc.org. You can also visit us on the web at www.milc-inc.org, or like 
us on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Call us 24/7: 800-642-7837 

      Chat with us online www.mch-hotlines.org 
Search our database www.mch-hotlines.org  

Hotline answered by a professional who is also a parent of a child with special 
needs.  Find resources throughout all of Wisconsin for ages birth–21:  

   
Early intervention Services   
Parent to Parent Support 
Financial Assistance   
Educational Resources 

Respite Care     
Therapy Providers 
School to adult life Transition 
Advocacy 

              Newly Expanded Mental Health Resources for Children and Youth 
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Visit www.healthtransitionwi.org for information.

Change Providers Health Insurance Decision Making

Emergency Contacts

Medication 
Management

AppointmentsHealth Summary

Family Health 
History

Describing Me

CONTACT US MADISON, WIYOUTUBEFACEBOOK TWITTER

Build Your Bridge from Child to Adult Health Care

SUPPORTING YOUTH TO ADULT HEALTHCARE

It is delightful to watch my beautiful 
angels turn into teenagers! 

Love, Mom

The Circles of Life Planning Committee is seeking new members. 
Consider becoming a member of the team that organizes Wiscon-
sin’s annual conference for families of children with disabilities and 
professionals.  

If you are interested in learning more about joining the Committee, 
contact John Shaw at john@elsieshaw.org.

Join the Circles of Life Planning Committee!
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Dedicated to supporting families and 
the providers who serve them

Wisconsin Regional Centers
Children and Youth with

Special Health Care Needs

First Step is Wisconsin’s 24-hour 
information and referral hotline

800.642.7837   

Northern Region
866.640.4106

Western Region
800.400.3678
 

Southern Region
800.532.3321

Southeast Region
800.234.5437

Northeast Region
877.568.5205

Need help?
Call us!

Wisconsin’s Five Regional Centers for 
Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/cyshcn/index.htm 
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Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction is a co‐sponsor of the Circles of Life Conference 

WISCONSIN STATEWIDE  
PARENT‐EDUCATOR INITIATIVE 
Creating Partnerships Between Parents and Educators for 
Students with Disabilities 

 

Parents are valued contributors and decision‐makers in all WDPI Statewide Initiatives. 
Find out how these Statewide Initiatives can help you and your child.

www.thenetworkwi.com

www.witig.org/ 

www.wisconsinrticenter.org

WSPEI helps families and educators build positive working relationships that lead  
to shared decision making and improved outcomes for students.  

To reach WSPEI or to learn more about family engagement activities in Wisconsin schools, 
call 877‐844‐4925 or go to https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/families  
to find a WSPEI Family Engagement Coordinator in your area. 

You can also visit the WSPEI web site at www.wspei.org  
WSPEI is a Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) discretionary grant funded by the Wisconsin 

Department of Public Instruction (WDPI). 

Find the special education information you need at 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sped/a‐z  

or call 1‐800‐441‐4563 

WISCONSIN SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 

MEDIATION SYSTEM 

www.wsems.us

www.collaboratingpartners.com
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In loving memory of Jennifer Kuhr.

An advocate for all. A friend to many. 
A great person always.

You will forever be missed.

In Memory of Will Simmons

“If it’s not broke, we didn’t try 
hard enough.”

Francis Charles Bourquin 
19.1.1928 – 2.5.2016

Francis will always remain in our 
hearts as a sensitive and literate 

man whose love and generosity was 
profoundly human.
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Exhibitors
Cailinn’s Creations
www.cailinnscreations.com

Children and Youth with Spe-
cial Health Care Needs 
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/cyshcn/

Connections
www.connectionswis.org

Disability Rights Wisconsin
www.disabilityrightswi.org

Division of Public Health
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dph/
index.htm

First Person Care Consultants
www.firstpersoncare.com

GT Independence
www.gtindependence.com

Michelle’s Action Angels 
Community Outreach
www.michellesactionangels.org

Parents Information and 
Education Resource (PIER of 
Wisconsin) 
www.pierwi.info

People First Wisconsin 
www.peoplefirstwisconsin.org

Special Olympics Wisconsin 
www.specialolympicswisconsin.org

Swedee’s Handmade Jewelry 
www.facebook.com/swedees/

TMG
www.tmgwisconsin.com

Variety - The Children’s Charity 
of Wisconsin 
www.varietywi.org

Wisconsin Board for People with 
Developmental Disabilities 
www.wi-bpdd.org

WI FACETS 
www.wifacets.org

Wisconsin First Step - Gundersen 
Health System
www.gundersenhealth.org

Wisconsin Statewide Parent-
Educator Initiative 
www.wspei.org

WisPACT 
www.wispact.org

WSEMS 
www.wsems.us
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Family Voices of Wisconsin 
Welcomes You  

to the 2017 

Circles of Life Conference  
 

www.FamilyVoicesofWisconsin.com 

Fam 
Family Voices of Wisconsin is a family-led 

organization focused on health care and                   

community supports for children and youth                     

with disabilities and special health care needs.  

 

Our work includes:  

 

 Education and information, including online and              

face-to-face trainings, fact sheets, and 

newsletters; 

 

 Family leadership activities, including Advocacy for 

Change (every March); and 

 

 Public policy and systems change activities. 

 

           

 
 
Join the Family Action Network - Email us at join-fan@lists.wisc.edu  

Connect with 

Us! 

Barbara at 
Barb@fvofwi.org 
  
 

P.O. Box 5070 
Madison, WI 

53705 
 

www.FamilyVoicesof
Wisconsin.com 

 

608.220.9598 
 

 

   

 

 

mailto:join-fan@lists.wisc.edu
mailto:Barb@fvofwi.org
http://www.familyvoicesofwisconsin.com/
http://www.familyvoicesofwisconsin.com/





