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Explore the 
meaning of 
literacy with a 
brief overview of 
components

Learn about 
some facts 
regarding 
summer reading

Learn about
strategies that 
support literacy 
at home

Acquire new strategies for supporting your child at home

Goals for Today



BEFORE WE MOVE ON…



IT’S A MATTER OF TIME
(BASED ON 1 CALENDAR YEAR)

33% ASLEEP

12% 
SCHOOL

55% AWAY FROM SCHOOL

Based on 6 hours of instruction, 180 days per year, and 8 hours of sleep time.
(At school = 1,080 Hours)  (Asleep = 2,920 Hours)  

( Away from school = 4,760 Hours)  (Total Hours in a Year = 8,760)



What is Literacy?What is Literacy….. 



Literacy is ... 



TYPES OF LITERACIES

• Your child is exposed to many different 

literacies every day!

• Computer literacy

• Cultural literacy

• Visual literacy

• Alphabet literacy



WHAT DOES THIS PICTURE SHOW?



THE “A, B, C S…”

Sounds of the alphabet to letter combinations, then

Letter combination to words, then

Words to sentences, then

Sentences to paragraphs, then

Paragraphs to chapters, then        

Chapters to books
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Literacy Learning

Erickson, 1999

Listening

Speaking

Readiness 
Skills



● Recognizing pictures or common words
● Choosing books to be read
● Showing awareness of being read to
● Paying attention to the reader
● Print Awareness

Other signs of literacy might be…



WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

If students with disabilities are proficient in reading, 

they will be more likely to: 

• Graduate from high school; 

• Be college and career ready; 

• Have improved post-high school outcomes.



Literacy and the IEP



KNOW THE LANGUAGE OF READING!



• Phonemic Awareness
• Phonics
• Fluency
• Vocabulary
• Comprehension

What do these terms mean and what do 
these skills have to do with a child becoming 

a good reader?

Components of Reading



...is knowing the sounds of language.

◦ Words are made up of speech sounds, or 

phonemes.

◦ Before children learn to read print, they need 

to become aware of how the sounds in words 

work.

PHONEMIC AWARENESS 

Individual sounds are called phonemes



The smallest parts of sound in a spoken word that 

make a difference in the word’s meaning. 

“Hat” has three sounds or phonemes “h”, “a” & “t”

▪ Changing the first phoneme in the word hat from /h/ to   

/b/ changes the word from hat to bat, and so changes the 

meaning of the word. 

PHONEMES



What can families do at home?

• Play clapping, rhyming and “what do you hear?” 
games with your child.

• Ask your child to see how many words they can 
think of that start with a specific sound, such as the 
/sss/, /m/ or /ch/ sound.

• Play with sounds in all parts of words (beginning, 
middle, and end): like "job," "jot," and "jog," where 
the difference is at the end of the words. 

• Make up silly sentences with words that begin with 
the same sound, such as "Nobody was nice to 
Nancy's neighbor".

Phonemic Awareness



PHONICS

Phonics is the word 
used to describe 
the predictable 

connections 
between letters 

and sounds
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STUDENTS NEED TO LEARN

• Accurate and rapid identification of letter sounds
• The alphabetic principle 

• an understanding that the sequence of sounds 
(phonemes) in a spoken word are represented 
by letters in a written word

• Phonics elements and how to apply them as they 
read and write
• Letter-sound correspondences
• Spelling patterns
• Syllables 
• Meaningful word parts



What can families do at home?
• Point to letters and letter combinations and ask your 

child to name their sounds.
• Say a sound and ask your child to tell you the letter the 

sound represents.
• Look for words on signs, maps, billboards, cereal boxes, 

money, and birthday cards. Point out words to your 
child wherever you see them. Say them out loud.

• Encourage your child to write notes, e-mails, and 
letters.

• Talk with your child about the “irregular” words; such 
as, said, are, and was, that he needs to recognize “by 
sight.”  

P h o n i c s



Fluency is the ability to read a text 
accurately and quickly.

Fluency provides a bridge between 
word  recognition and 

comprehension. 

FLUENCY



What can families do at home?

• Help your child sound out words they don’t know.
• You read the page first and have your child follow 

along.
• Listen to your child read the same pages repeatedly 

until he smooths out all the "bumps in the road.“
• Reading those favorite books over and over again.
• Have your child record herself reading the same 

passage several times and then listen to the 
recording to hear improvement.

Practice, Practice, Practice! 

Fluency
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Vocabulary means the words we must 

know to be able to communicate well

◦ Oral vocabulary refers to words that we use 

in speaking or recognize in listening. 

◦ Reading vocabulary refers to words we 

recognize or use in print.

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT



What can families do at home?

• Lots of shared reading and conversation about specific 
words.

• Use magnets on the refrigerator. Create and discuss new 
words with your child.

• Study and learn word parts. If your child knows the 
meaning of a root word (“kind”), then he’ll know what the 
new word means when the prefix (“un”/not) or suffix 
(“ness”/state of being) is added. (unkind, kindness).

• Talk about the relationships between words.  Words with 
the same or similar meanings (“bucket/pail”), and  
opposites (“good/bad”). 

• https://www.vocabulary.co.il/

Vocabulary

https://www.vocabulary.co.il/


Comprehension is the understanding of 
what is read

Comprehension is the reason 

for reading.                                

If readers can read the  

words, but do not understand

what they are reading, 

they are not really reading.

TEXT COMPREHENSION



What can families do at home?

• Use “retelling”:  Have your child read a page or story 
to you and retell everything they can remember.

• Discuss what your child has read. Ask your child 
probing questions about the book and connect the 
events to his or her own life.

• Give your child many background experiences.  The 
more experiences a child has had, the more he can 
connect what he is reading to what he knows.

Text Comprehension



FACT: Students can 
lose up to 3 months 
of reading skills 
without practice 
over the summer

What can happen in one summer?

http://www.fastbridge.org/anticipating-and-counteracting-
the-sur-slide

FACT: Students 
can lose up to 3 
months of 
reading skills 
without practice 
over the summer



Access to Books
The number of 
books in the 
home is strongly 
linked to reading 
scores

http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/literacypartnerships/initiatives.html



FACT: IT’S NOT MUCH TIME OUT OF A 
WEEK…

FACT: Just 2-3 Hours Per Week 
During the Summer Prevents 

Summer Learning Loss

https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summer-learning-loss-statistics/



FACT: FINDING THE RIGHT BOOK 
MATTERS

FACT: 92% of kids say they are 
more likely to finish a book they 
picked out themselves. 

https://greenbronxmachine.org/2017/03/book-fund-help-end-the-summer-slide/

https://www.lexile.com/fab/


FACT: IT’S NOT AS BAD AS YOU THINK

FACT: 6 out of 10 kids 
ACTUALLY LIKE summer 

reading, and over 8/10 “don’t 
mind it”

http://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/files/Scholastic-KFRR-6ed-2017.pdf



FINAL THOUGHTS

Read!
Write!

Listen!

Speak!

Learn!



Disclaimer Information: The Literacy Series was developed by WI 

FACETS  under an IDEA Discretionary Grant (#17-13-WFCT-

IDEA40/CFDA #84.027); and revised in collaboration with WSPEI, WDPI, 

and Early Childhood PSTs.  

The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the positions or 

policies of the WI Dept. of Public Instruction, U.S. Department of 

Education/Office of Special Education Programs, ,WI FACETS, WSPEI 

,or other collaborating organizations.  

No official endorsement by these organizations of any product, 

commodity, services, or enterprise mentioned in this resource is intended 

or should be inferred.



CONTACT US …
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WI FACETS

www.wifacets.org
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600 W. Virginia Street, 

Suite 501

Milwaukee, WI 53204

PHONE: (414) 374-4645
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